








Dear Colleagues:

I’m pleased to introduce Lewis University’s Annual Celebration of Scholarship, which 
highlights the research, scholarship and creative accomplishments of our students 
and faculty.

The Celebration brings to life our Mission values of knowledge, wisdom, justice, 
fidelity and association. In concert with our Mission values, we highly value academic 
excellence grounded in research and scholarship, work that responds to the needs 

of society, and a transformative student experience that emphasizes impact and experiential learning. 
The Celebration embodies this vision in inspiring and meaningful ways.

This year’s Celebration is like no other before it, as our faculty and students have gone to incredible 
effort to celebrate and engage virtually, maintaining the health and safety of our community while 
also revealing the extraordinary accomplishments of our students.  And, I’m delighted that we will 
continue many of the traditions, both old and new, including the Dr. Stephany Schlachter Excellence 
in Undergraduate Scholarship Award, honoring our former provost who supported the Celebration in 
countless ways as it came to life during her tenure. Three finalists for the award will be named in the 
Celebration’s program, and one project will receive a $2,000 award.

I’m also very pleased to welcome our keynote speaker for this event, Dr. Lisa Burkhart, whose talk 
entitled “Confronting Challenges Through Scholarship, Faith and Love,” promises to both inspire and 
ground us in the values that underpin our research and scholarship.

I am grateful for all those who have worked diligently to make this Celebration a reality and a success. 
Thank you to the many faculty and staff who serve on the Celebration of Scholarship Coordinating 
Committee, various sub-committees and in other volunteer capacities. A special thanks to co-chairs Dr. 
Matthew Domico, Assistant Professor in Psychology, and Dr. Mary-Beth Desmond, Assistant Professor 
in Nursing.

The spirit of association permeates this day and speaks to our commitment to academic excellence, 
collaboration, and community.

Sincerely,  
 

Dr. Christopher Sindt 
Provost
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